
 

 

Categorical Residents 
 

 

 

Explanation of ITE Score Graphs 
 

 

 

 The scaled score reported to residents is based upon the absolute standard of performance 

required by the American Board of Pediatrics (ABP) for the General Pediatrics certifying 

examination. Scaled scores range from 1 to 300 with the absolute standard or passing score set to 

180.  Using an absolute standard, each candidate is evaluated solely on his or her performance on 

the examination.  All candidates that achieve a 180 or higher on the examination will pass, 

regardless of how his or her peers performed.     

 

Because all 150 items on the ITE have been used on a prior certifying examination, 

scores on the ITE are directly comparable to scores on the certifying examination.  For 

comparison purposes, this report provides the results of first-time takers of the General Pediatrics 

certifying examination since the absolute passing standard was applied in 2012.  The charts on 

the following page contain the score distributions and average scaled scores achieved by PL-1, 

PL-2, and PL-3 residents on the 2016 ITE, and 2012-2015 results from first-time takers of the 

certifying examination. When examined from left to right and top to bottom, the charts show the 

progression of resident performance from their PL-1 year through first attempt at the certifying 

examination.   

 

Please note that due to the implementation of the absolute passing standard and new 

reporting scale, certifying examination data prior to 2012 and ITE data prior to 2013 cannot be 

provided.  The following charts reflect the most recent year’s data and will rebuild to a 5-year 

moving average by 2017.   

 



 

 

 

      
 

       



Five-year Average Pass Rate on the First Attempt of the 

General Pediatrics Certifying Examination 
 

Interpretation of the Graph 

 

 

The graph on the following page displays the relationship between trainees’ ITE performance 

and their first attempt on the General Pediatrics certifying examination.  This relationship is 

provided for trainees at training levels 1, 2, and 3 (PL-1, PL-2, and PL-3).  Due to the 

implementation of the new reporting scale, the graph contains only data for the last four 

administrations of the certifying examination and will rebuild to a 5-year moving average by 

2017.       

 

Horizontal Axis:  The horizontal axis provides a grouping of ITE scores based on the 1-300 score 

scale.   

 

Vertical Axis:   The vertical axis provides the certifying examination passing rate for each ITE 

score group.  The black bar represents the PL-1 passing rate; the gray bar represents the PL-2 

passing rate; the white bar represents the PL-3 passing rate.   

 

Example:  Suppose as a PL-2 you scored a 150 on your ITE.   Look along the horizontal axis for 

150-159.  Using the gray bar, you can conclude that about 88% of PL-2s scoring between a 150 

and 159 on their ITE passed the certifying examination on their first attempt.   However, if a PL-

3 scored a 150 on the ITE, he or she would use the white bar and conclude that the passing rate 

for PL-3s at this performance level is about 77%. 

 

When interpreting ITE scores, please consider conditions which may influence test performance 

such as fatigue, anxiety, and preparedness.  In addition to future training, these factors affect 

actual performance on the General Pediatrics certifying examination.
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Comparison of ITE Scores to Average  

General Pediatrics Certifying Examination Scores 
 

Interpretation of Tables 

 

The following tables provide the mean (average) score for first-time takers of the General 

Pediatrics certifying examination when dividing candidates into groups according to their ITE 

scores.  A separate table is provided for each training level.  The columns of data are defined as 

such: 

 

ITE Score: This column provides all possible ITE score value ranges. 

 

Mean GP Score: This value is the average General Pediatrics certifying examination score for 

those who attained the associated ITE score(s).  The mean score is based only on first-time takers 

of the certifying examination and repeaters are excluded from these calculations.  Due to the 

implementation of the new reporting scale, the table contains only certifying examination data 

since 2012 and will rebuild to a 5-year moving average by 2017. 

 

Standard Deviation: This value provides the standard deviation of the Mean GP Score. 

 

95% Confidence Interval: This interval estimate provides an indication of the degree of certainty 

in the estimate of the true mean.  Given this data, one can be 95% confident that the population 

mean will fall within this interval.  The more narrow the interval, the more precise the estimate.  

If there is large variation in the certifying examination scores, the confidence interval will be 

wider than if the scores had less variation. 

 

Number of Test Takers: This value provides the actual number of first-time test takers who 

attained the associated ITE score(s).    

 

Actual GP Score Range: These values provide the range of GP scores for the number of test 

takers who attained the associated ITE score(s).   

 

First Attempt Pass Rate: This value provides the percentage of candidates who passed the last 

two administrations of the certifying examinations on their first attempt. 

 

Example Interpretation: Suppose you are a PL-1 who scored a 106 on the ITE.  The mean score 

of all first-time GP examinees who scored between 104 and 107 on their PL-1 ITE is 175.  There 

were 167 candidates in the past four administrations who obtained this score.  Of these 167 

candidates, scores on the GP examination ranged from 126 to 217 and 40% of these 167 

candidates passed the GP certifying examination on their first attempt.  The confidence level that 

the true population mean will fall between 172 and 177 is 95%.   

 

When interpreting ITE scores, please consider conditions which may influence test performance 

such as fatigue, anxiety, and preparedness.  In addition to future training, these factors affect 

actual performance on the General Pediatrics certifying examination.       

 



Comparison of PL-1 In-Training Exam (ITE) Scores 

to the General Pediatrics (GP) Certifying Examination Performance 

(based on 2012-2015 GP first-time takers) 

 

Pl-1 ITE 

Score 

Mean GP 

Score 

Standard 

Deviation 

95% Confidence 

Interval 

Number of 

Test Takers 

Actual GP 

Score Range 

First Attempt 

Pass Rate 

1-49 169 40 1-300 2 141-197 50% 

50-99 173 15 170-176 98 132-211 38% 

100-103 178 16 175-182 80 140-223 44% 

104-107 175 18 172-177 167 126-217 40% 

108-111 179 17 176-181 239 127-233 47% 

112-115 181 16 179-182 349 131-222 56% 

116-119 185 17 184-187 638 122-233 64% 

120-123 188 17 186-189 666 127-239 69% 

124-127 190 16 189-191 815 143-239 75% 

128-131 193 16 192-194 1188 121-248 80% 

132-135 197 16 196-198 849 152-242 87% 

136-139 199 16 198-200 1139 119-248 89% 

140-143 203 16 202-204 1060 126-263 94% 

144-147 205 16 204-206 934 138-255 95% 

148-151 207 16 206-208 964 155-267 96% 

152-155 211 17 210-212 668 154-277 97% 

156-159 214 16 212-215 544 162-268 99% 

160-163 215 15 214-217 524 174-268 98% 

164-167 219 17 218-221 382 174-274 99% 

168-171 223 17 221-225 294 178-281 100% 

172-175 223 16 220-225 208 181-266 100% 

176-179 224 17 222-227 144 182-275 100% 

180-183 227 22 223-231 109 174-281 99% 

184-187 232 16 228-236 66 199-268 100% 

188-191 235 21 228-241 43 201-288 100% 

192-195 236 14 231-241 30 209-267 100% 

196-199 231 18 224-239 24 202-262 100% 

200-203 232 24 217-246 13 187-260 100% 

204-207 236 20 204-267 4 222-265 100% 

208-211 244 18 215-273 4 228-266 100% 

212-215 234 16 214-254 5 216-259 100% 

216-219 232 32 181-284 4 203-271 100% 

220-223 236 no data 236-236 1 236-236 100% 

224-227 280 no data 280-280 1 280-280 100% 

228-231 239 no data 239-239 1 239-239 100% 

232-235 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

236-239 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

240-243 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

244-247 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

248-251 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

252-255 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

256-259 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

> 259 no data -- -- -- -- -- 



Comparison of PL-2 In-Training Exam (ITE) Scores 

to the General Pediatrics (GP) Certifying Examination Performance 

(based on 2012-2015 GP first-time takers) 

 
Pl-2 ITE 

Score 

Mean GP 

Score 

Standard 

Deviation 

95% Confidence 

Interval 

Number of 

Test Takers 

Actual GP 

Score Range 

First Attempt 

Pass Rate 

<50 189 1 176-202 2 188-190 100% 

50-99 164 22 129-200 4 148-197 25% 

100-103 167 6 116-218 2 163-171 0% 

104-107 165 23 152-178 14 132-210 21% 

108-111 169 19 160-178 19 130-200 32% 

112-115 164 13 159-169 32 122-186 9% 

116-119 173 16 170-176 91 127-213 34% 

120-123 173 19 170-177 124 126-219 46% 

124-127 175 16 172-177 182 125-229 38% 

128-131 177 17 175-178 329 126-239 45% 

132-135 181 15 180-183 365 122-231 55% 

136-139 184 16 183-185 563 127-239 63% 

140-143 188 15 187-189 681 140-247 73% 

144-147 191 16 190-192 871 140-240 76% 

148-151 194 16 193-195 988 119-241 82% 

152-155 198 15 197-198 1090 147-242 87% 

156-159 200 15 199-201 937 158-269 92% 

160-163 203 15 202-204 1146 138-250 94% 

164-167 206 16 205-207 941 156-269 96% 

168-171 208 16 207-209 815 143-271 97% 

172-175 211 16 210-213 802 165-261 98% 

176-179 214 16 212-215 546 168-270 98% 

180-183 216 16 214-217 473 148-265 99% 

184-187 220 16 219-222 360 178-271 99% 

188-191 222 17 220-224 317 154-281 99% 

192-195 224 16 222-226 197 176-270 99% 

196-199 228 18 225-231 145 193-274 100% 

200-203 230 15 227-234 96 197-272 100% 

204-207 232 22 227-237 72 179-288 99% 

208-211 230 16 225-234 53 196-264 100% 

212-215 233 17 226-239 33 181-280 100% 

216-219 236 17 228-243 23 178-260 96% 

220-223 240 20 227-252 12 211-267 100% 

224-227 224 16 185-263 3 213-242 100% 

228-231 248 22 220-275 5 225-281 100% 

232-235 251 11 233-269 4 239-266 100% 

236-239 239 no data 239-239 1 239-239 100% 

240-243 247 26 11-300 2 228-265 100% 

244-247 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

248-251 244 no data 244-244 1 244-244 100% 

252-255 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

256-259 252 no data 252-252 1 252-252 100% 

> 259 271 no data 271-271 1 271-271 100% 



Comparison of PL-3 In-Training Exam (ITE) Scores 

to the General Pediatrics (GP) Certifying Examination Performance 

(based on 2012-2015 GP first-time takers) 

 

Pl-3 ITE 

Score 

Mean GP 

Score 

Standard 

Deviation 

95% Confidence 

Interval 

Number of 

Test Takers 

Actual GP 

Score Range 

First Attempt 

Pass Rate 

< 50 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

50-99 179 23 143-216 4 152-207 50% 

100-103 184 no data 184-184 1 184-184 100% 

104-107 139 1 132-145 2 138-139 0% 

108-111 134 9 111-157 3 126-144 0% 

112-115 152 21 137-167 10 126-190 10% 

116-119 164 17 156-172 20 127-193 25% 

120-123 163 13 158-167 37 137-192 8% 

124-127 168 16 164-172 59 130-199 24% 

128-131 170 16 167-173 123 133-209 33% 

132-135 176 16 173-178 140 125-222 39% 

136-139 178 16 176-180 254 121-217 46% 

140-143 180 16 178-182 343 127-225 49% 

144-147 184 16 183-185 525 126-229 62% 

148-151 187 15 186-189 658 133-239 70% 

152-155 190 16 189-192 748 143-244 75% 

156-159 193 16 192-194 796 139-249 81% 

160-163 196 16 195-197 1018 138-250 87% 

164-167 199 16 198-200 1014 143-247 90% 

168-171 202 15 201-203 938 149-263 94% 

172-175 205 15 204-206 1042 146-242 95% 

176-179 207 16 205-208 782 154-268 96% 

180-183 210 16 209-211 790 162-270 97% 

184-187 211 16 210-213 656 167-271 97% 

188-191 216 15 215-217 549 170-266 99% 

192-195 217 15 215-218 381 170-281 99% 

196-199 221 17 219-223 330 176-288 99% 

200-203 222 19 220-225 265 171-272 100% 

204-207 224 15 222-226 150 176-268 99% 

208-211 227 19 224-230 164 166-280 99% 

212-215 231 19 227-235 81 186-272 100% 

216-219 232 15 229-236 77 193-266 100% 

220-223 232 16 226-237 39 186-265 100% 

224-227 231 18 222-240 17 193-266 100% 

228-231 248 16 231-266 6 228-274 100% 

232-235 240 22 217-263 6 215-274 100% 

236-239 237 17 216-259 5 207-250 100% 

240-243 241 15 222-259 5 222-259 100% 

244-247 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

248-251 281 no data 281-281 1 281-281 100% 

252-255 248 no data 248-248 1 248-248 100% 

256-259 no data -- -- -- -- -- 

> 259 255 23 45-300 2 238-271 100% 
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