Asset Mapping

Goal:  

Better understand the character of your health center’s community by creating an asset map of the community that can then be integrated into the development of your community-based project if desired.

Objectives:

By the end of this activity, residents will be able to:

1.  Understand the difference between a needs assessment and an asset map. 

2.  Appreciate the benefits of an asset map and how it can be used in conjunction with a needs assessment to design a community-based intervention.

3.  Learn the five categories of community assets as described by Kretzmann and McKnight.

4.  Describe the assets in your health center’s community in each of these five categories.

Resources:
Kretzmann JP, McKnight JL.  Building Communities from the Inside Out: A Path Toward Finding and Mobilizing a Community’s Assets.  Evanston, Illinois: Institute for Policy Research; 1993.

Introduction accessible online at: http://www.northwestern.edu/ipr/publications/community/introd-building.html

ABCD Institute.  Discovering Community Power: A Guide to Mobilizing Local Assets and Your Organization’s Capacity.  Evanston, Illinois:  ABCD Institute; 2005.

Accessible online at: http://www.abcdinstitute.org/docs/kelloggabcd.pdf
Activities:

1.  Read the introduction to “Building Communities from the Inside Out”.  See link above

2.  Read the introduction and Section I of “Discovering Community Power” (workbook).  See link above.

3.  Review sample community asset map on page 15 of Section I in workbook and start to think of ways to collect this information for your health center’s community including how you will do so on your site visit.

4.  Pick a day and start collecting data for your health center’s community in each of the five asset categories.

5.  Fill in worksheet on page 16 of Section I of workbook using information from site visit with supplementation from other sources as needed.

6.  Think about what the data you collected means, what it says about the community you are working with in your continuity clinic, and what lessons you learned from the day’s experience.

7. Brainstorm on how you could connect assets in your community to a health project (think REACH project) by completing the worksheet on page 17 of Section I of workbook.

