
Pediatric Public Health and Advocacy 
Curriculum (P-PHAC) 

 
October 25th, 2017 



Objectives 

After completion of this series, the learners will be able to: 
1) Describe the child health effects of 5 public health topics 

(2017-2018 topics: health financing, immigration, 
socioeconomic disparities and adverse childhood 
experiences, education, and the opioid epidemic). 

2) Express an interest in advocacy opportunities during 
training and in their future careers. 

3) Apply strategies to communicate with lawmakers and 
community partners regarding child health. 



CHAPP Pathway Credit 

1) Attend every noon conference or, if unable to be there in 
person, listen to the recorded conference; 

2) Complete one of the “continuing education” activities 
suggested at the end of each lecture; and 

3) Attend the legislative advocacy day, or if unable to be there 
in person, discuss other options with the faculty contact. 

  
Duration: 5 conferences and Resident Hill Day 
Contact: Dr. Danielle Dooley dgdooley@childrensnational.org 
Units: 0.25 
 

mailto:dgdooley@childrensnational.org


CHECK OUT THE NEWS! 

Executive Order to End ACA Subsidies 



CHECK OUT THE NEWS! 

“Key senators reach bipartisan health-care subsidy deal, 
and Trump expresses support” (Washington Post) 



CHECK OUT THE NEWS! 

“Trump Pulls Back From Senate Deal to Fund Health 
Subsidies” (New York Times) 



CHECK OUT THE NEWS! 

60 Minutes/Washington Post Expose 



CHECK OUT THE NEWS! 

“Another outbreak related to the nation’s opioid 
crisis: hepatitis C” (Washington Post) 



CHECK OUT THE NEWS! 

“Congress At Standstill Over Reauthorizing Health 
Insurance for 9 Million Kids” (The Huffington Post) 



CHECK OUT THE NEWS! 
Rohingya Refugee Crisis 



Important Child Health Bills 

Reach Every Mother and Child Act of 2017 (H.R. 4022) 

• Introduced to the House on Wednesday, October 18th 
(the Senate companion bill was passed in August) 

• Implements policies to end preventable maternal, 
newborn, and child deaths globally 

• Establishes goal to end preventable deaths by 2030 
• Establishes permanent maternal and child survival 

coordinator in the US Agency for International 
Development 



 
 
 

Refugee and Immigrant Health: A review of the most common 
health problems among refugees and a discussion of the current 

refugee/immigrant policy in the United States.  

Immigrant and Refugee 
Health in a Changing 

World 
 

Dr. Eduardo Fox 



“Another way of indicating the importance 
of immigration to America is to point out 
that every American who ever lived, with 
the exception of one group, was either an 
immigrant himself or a descendant of 
immigrants.”  
 
“The famous words of Emma Lazarus on 
the pedestal of the Statute of Liberty read: 
"Give me your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to breathe free." 
Until 1921 this was an accurate picture of 
our society. Under present law it would be 
appropriate to add: "as long as they come 
from Northern Europe, are not too tired or 
too poor or slightly ill, never stole a loaf of 
bread, never joined any questionable 
organization, and can document their 
activities from the past two years.”  

President John F. Kennedy, A Nation Of Immigrants 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/13544891.President_John_F_Kennedy
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1423547


Learning Objectives 
• Be able to define immigrant and refugee- is there a 

difference? 
• Identify health care needs and challenges for 

immigrant/refugee children. 
• Identify barriers to addressing those challenges. 
• Develop awareness about tools and strategies to 

overcome barriers. 
• Develop appreciation for various avenues for 

advocacy within your role as a pediatric health 
provider. 

 



 
https://youtu.be/QsAdHLki9Iw 
 

https://youtu.be/QsAdHLki9Iw


Who is a refugee? 
 
A refugee is someone 
who has been forced to 
flee his or her country 
because of persecution, 
war, or violence. A refugee 
has a well-founded fear of 
persecution for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, 
political opinion or 
membership in a particular 
social group. Most likely, 
they cannot return home 
or are afraid to do so. War 
and ethnic, tribal and 
religious violence are 
leading causes of 
refugees fleeing their 
countries. 

A scene from “Human Flow,” Ai Weiwei’s 
documentary about the global refugee and 
migrant crisis. 
Credit Amazon Studios 



Who is a migrant? 
 
Migrants choose to move not 
because of a direct threat of 
persecution or death, but mainly to 
improve their lives by finding work, 
or in some cases for education, 
family reunion, or other reasons. 
Unlike refugees who cannot safely 
return home, migrants face no 
such impediment to return. If they 
choose to return home, they will 
continue to receive the protection 
of their government. 



What is the AAP’s 
position? 



Audience Participation  
(I know how much you love this part!) 

• Think of a recent patient encounter with a refugee / 
immigrant family 

• What did you like about the encounter?  Can you 
identify any patient/ family strengths? 

• What did you not like about the encounter?  
(Remember this is and needs to be a safe place to 
discuss this.)  What barriers to care can you identify. 

• What are the more common countries/areas of 
origin of immigrants/refugees living in the DC area? 

• What factors drive migration for these groups? 



Strengths 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Access to care 
• Health insurance 
• Language 
• Literacy 
• Fear 
• Education 

Barriers 
   



Migration Factors 

• Poverty  Employment,  
• Violence- Gang/ Domestic/ War 
• Human trafficking 
• Family Separation  Reunification 
• Education 
 



Common Health Problems in 
Refugee/Immigrant Children 

 Mental health 
• Stress/anxiety/PTSD 
• Attachment 
• Depression 
• Grief  

 Infections 
 Immunization Delay 
 Sexual health concerns 

 Malnutrition 
 Developmental delay  
 Dental health issues 
 Obesity 
 Family separation and 

reunification 
 Interrupted/ delayed 

education 



So what can you do? 
(After all, this is an advocacy discussion…)  
Be a good doctor (really) 
Find your passion 
Education/ Awareness 
Fit your advocacy into your “regular" day/work 
Find your people 
More specifically about immigrant health 

• Individual - listen, respect, provide resources 
• Systems - request/develop protocols, education, 

adopt standards 
• Local (DC AAP)/Regional/National (Immigrant 

Health SIG, AAP Key Contact) 



http://aapdc.org/toolkit/immigranthealth/ 
 

http://aapdc.org/toolkit/immigranthealth/


• Sensitive locations 
• Disclosure of 

information 
• Warrants and consent 
• Right to remain silent 
• Plain view 
• Authorized person 
• “Public view” 
• Probable cause 

• Avoid 
collecting/documenting 
immigration status 

• Provide educational 
materials 

• Be ready to consult a 
lawyer 

• Review warrant 
• Reassure your patients 

Legal Rights:  Health care providers and 
their patients 







The Washington Post 
How sanctuary cities 

work, and how Trump’s 
stalled executive order 

might affect them 
By Darla Cameron 

Published Jan. 18, 2017  
Updated April 26, 2017 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/darla-cameron/?utm_term=.e76ace3bd13f






Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals 
• On June 15, 2012, the Secretary of Homeland Security 

announced that certain people who came to the United 
States as children and meet several guidelines may request 
consideration of deferred action for a period of two years, 
subject to renewal.  

• They are also eligible for work authorization.  
• Deferred action is a use of prosecutorial discretion to defer 

removal action against an individual for a certain period of 
time.  

• Deferred action does not provide lawful status. 
 
-US Citizenship and Immigration Services website 



DACA Guidelines 
(Previously) You may request DACA if you: 
• Were under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012; 
• Came to the United States before reaching your 16th birthday; 
• Have continuously resided in the United States since June 15, 2007, up to 

the present time; 
• Were physically present in the United States on June 15, 2012, and at the 

time of making your request for consideration of deferred action with 
USCIS; 

• Had no lawful status on June 15, 2012; 
• Are currently in school, have graduated or obtained a certificate of 

completion from high school, have obtained a general education 
development (GED) certificate, or are an honorably discharged veteran of 
the Coast Guard or Armed Forces of the United States; and 

• Have not been convicted of a felony, significant misdemeanor, or three or 
more other misdemeanors, and do not otherwise pose a threat to national 
security or public safety. 

-US Citizenship and Immigration Services website 
 
 













Get Involved in Advocacy! 

• Become a Key Contact  Get updates from AAP 
Federal Affairs Office 

• https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-
policy/federal-advocacy/Pages/Federal-
Advocacy.aspx 

• Join the AAP Immigrant Health Special Interest 
Group (SIG) 

• Email cocp@aap.org (Camille Watson) to be on  
    the ListServ 

https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/federal-advocacy/Pages/Federal-Advocacy.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/federal-advocacy/Pages/Federal-Advocacy.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/federal-advocacy/Pages/Federal-Advocacy.aspx
mailto:cocp@aap.org


TONIGHT! 

ABCs of Advocacy for Trainees: October 25, 2017 at 
7:00pm CST (8PM for us) 

 
Jim Pawelski, AAP Director of State Advocacy and Jamie 
Poslosky, AAP Senior Director of Advocacy 
Communications will guide participants through an 
overview of what it means to advocate for children in this 
crucial time.  



Get Involved in Advocacy! 

FREE Human Trafficking Conference 
Saturday October 28, 2017 (9AM-12PM)  

at Howard University 
 

National Human Trafficking  and Technical Assistance 
Center (NHTTAC) Invite You to Attend 

 

“Human Trafficking: A Call To Action” 
Learn how to Stop, Observe, Ask And Respond to Human 

Trafficking 



Get Involved in Advocacy! 



LEARN MORE 



LEARN MORE 

• Adverse childhood experiences among Hispanic children in 
immigrant families versus US-native families. T. Caballero et al. 
Oct, 2017. 

• A Dream Deferred: Ending DACA Threatens Children, Families, 
and Communities. O. Uwemedio et al. Oct, 2017 

• Detention of Immigrant Children. J. Linton, M. Griffin, A. 
Shapiro. Mar, 2017. 

• Communicating about vaccines in a fact-resistant world. S. 
Omer and A. Amin. Oct, 2017. 

• Why it is so hard to talk about overuse in pediatrics and why it 
matters. S. Ralston. Oct, 2017. 



LEARN MORE 

• Making a Case for Sanctuary Hospitals. Saadi, A., Ahmed, S., 
and Katz, M.H. Oct, 2017. 

• Flawed Theories to Explain Child Physical Abuse: What are the 
Medical-Legal Consequences? Leventhal, J.M. and Edwards, 
G.A. Oct, 2017. 



LEARN MORE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XA_SUOareNQ  

http://www.watanifilm.com/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XA_SUOareNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XA_SUOareNQ
http://www.watanifilm.com/
http://www.watanifilm.com/


"We are an immigrant nation. The first generation works their 

fingers to the bone making things; the next generation goes 

to college and innovates new ideas. The third generation 

snowboards and takes improv classes.“ 

 
    - Jack Donaghy, 30 Rock 
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