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Dear Reader, 

Michael R. Petit, President
Every Child Matters
Washington, D.C.

THE CHALLENGE 
FOR THE NEXT PRESIDENT 
AND THE 113TH CONGRESS

•  Over     million children without health insurance7
•  Nearly            million children reported 

abused and neglected each year
3

•  NEARLY           MILLION CHILDREN WITH A 
   PARENT IN PRISON

2

• Nearly                   million children in poverty 16

•           MILLION 3- TO 5-YEAR-OLDS UNABLE TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF SCHOOL READINESS PROGRAMS

A REALITY FOR MILLIONS OF CHILDREN...

•  As many as                  million without adequate 
  supervision after school while parents work 

15

5
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19091st White House 
Conference on Children

Roosevelt

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, many children 
of poor families were unnecessarily separated from 

their parents and sent to orphanages for care. This 
separation of families led to President Teddy  

Roosevelt holding the "rst White 
House Conference on the Care of 
Dependent Women and Children. The 
last national White House Conference 
on Children was in 1970.
 The Conference brought together 
200 leading child welfare advocates to 
discuss new programs to keep families 
uni"ed regardless of income. In 
response to the recommendations of 
the Conference, the U.S. Children’s 
Bureau was established by 

Congress in 1912 to “investigate and 
report…upon all matters pertaining 
to the welfare of children and child life 
among all classes of our people.” The 
Conference marked the beginning of a 
more active federal role in addressing 
the needs of children, youth, and 
families. Measures of child well-being 
improved steadily in the decades that 
followed.

THEODORE
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1938Ends Child Labor

Roosevelt

President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Fair 
Labor Standards Act in 1938 after research 

showed that children as young as "ve were working 
in dangerous conditions. The Act vastly improved 
working conditions for youth through requirements 
to pay higher wages, set age limits,  

and prevent children working in 
dangerous environments. Still, today, 
there are tens of thousands of children 
working in unsafe conditions. 
 Following the Act, children were in 
safer environments, were paid fairer 
wages, and many more were able to 
attend school more consistently. 
 President Roosevelt was perhaps 
the nation’s greatest champion for 
social and health programs aimed 
at families. His 1935 Social Security 
Act included grants to the states for 

maternity, infant, and child care. Funds 
to the states also provided services to 
“crippled” children, including medical, 
dental, social, and nutritional services.
 President Roosevelt also succeeded 
in creating income security programs 
for children, including the "rst food 
stamps program of the Social Security 
Act.

FRANKLIN D.
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1946School Lunch Program

The National School Lunch Program Act was 
signed by President Harry Truman in 1946. 

Congress created the NSLP after an investigation 
into the health of young men rejected in the World 
War II draft showed a connection between physical 

de"ciencies and childhood 
malnutrition. As of 2010, 16.2 million 
children are still faced with inadequate 
diet and nutrition every year.
 Congress enacted the program 
as a “measure of national security, to 
safeguard the health and well-being 

of the Nation’s children.” In signing the 
Act, President Truman said, “Nothing 
is more important in our national life 
than the welfare of our children, and 
proper nourishment comes "rst in 
attaining this welfare.”

Truman
HARRY S.
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1965Head Start

In May of 1965, President Lyndon Johnson 
announced Project Head Start. The program 

provides pre-school learning, medical and dental 
care, and mental health services. Head Start was 
part of Johnson’s War on Poverty, which embodied a 
basic belief that education was the solution to  

poverty. Today, only 50% of the eligible 
3- and 4-year-olds are enrolled in 
Head Start and less than 5% of eligible 
infants and toddlers are enrolled in 
Early Head Start due to lack of funding.
 Teachers, service providers, child 
development specialists, parents, and 
communities enthusiastically received 
Head Start. Participation in Head Start 

has resulted in higher IQ scores, lower 
rates of crime, and higher high school 
graduation rates. 
 Johnson was also the architect of 
many other national health and social 
programs, including Medicaid, which 
provided health care to over 26 million 
children in 2010. 

Johnson
LYNDON B.



Richard Nixon signed legislation 
enacting the Women, Infant and 
Children program. The program 
provides nutritious foods, nutrition 
education, and referrals to free health 
and social services to pregnant, 
postpartum and lactating women and 
their infants and 
children up to age 
"ve.
 Still, the 
U.S. is the only 
industrialized 
country without 
guaranteed 
prenatal care for 
pregnant women; 
consequently, 
some tens of 
thousands of 
women receive late 
or no prenatal care 

in their "rst trimester. 
 Children are the main recipients 
of WIC. Currently WIC serves 53% of 
all infants born in the U.S. In 2010, 
9.17 million people were served, 4.86 
million were children.
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1972Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC)

Following research showing that many pregnant 
and lactating mothers and their infants and 

young children were malnourished, President  

Nixon
RICHARD M.
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1997Children’s Health 
Insurance
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The State Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(SCHIP) was created to help states provide 

coverage to uninsured children whose parents’ 
incomes are too high to qualify for Medicaid. 

 Children without health insurance 
are "ve times as likely to delay medical 
care and go without medicines as 
children with health insurance and 
be a#icted with otherwise avoidable 
health problems.  
 Because of SCHIP, the number of 
uninsured children in the U.S. has 
decreased by one-third. SCHIP covered 
7.7 million children in 2010. Still, there 
are some 7 million children in the U.S. 
without health insurance. 

 In addition to sponsoring SCHIP, 
President Clinton doubled the federal 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). 
Originally enacted by President Ford 
and expanded by Presidents Reagan 
and George H.W. Bush, the refundable 
tax credit supplements the earnings 
of low-and-moderate income workers. 
In 2009, the EITC lifted over 6 million 
people out of poverty. More than 3 
million of them were children.

Clinton
WILLIAM J.
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www.everychildmatters.org
All sources can be found at our website.


