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February 2014
Keep the Children’s Health Insurance Program Strong for Children 
Write to your local newspaper in support of CHIP reauthorization 
On Feb. 4, 2009, President Barack Obama signed the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act (CHIPRA) into law. Since the program was first enacted in 1997, CHIP has grown to finance health coverage for nearly 8 million children in families with incomes too high to qualify for Medicaid but whose employers may not pay for health insurance coverage for dependents. Although the Affordable Care Act (ACA) authorized CHIP through 2019, the program is only funded through September 2015. In order to keep CHIP strong for children, the AAP is urging Congress to fully fund the program through at least 2019. 

You are receiving these opinion editorial (op-ed) guidelines because your voice is key to spreading the message about the successes of CHIP and the need for reauthorization. Using the five year anniversary of CHIPRA on Feb. 4 as anniversary news hook, raising awareness in local media outlets through op-eds about the importance of CHIP to children and their families can send a powerful message to Congress to protect and strengthen this program.
Writing your op-ed
Op-eds are an effective medium to communicate your opinion about a timely issue in a local or national media outlet. They are typically 500-600 words in length, though it is always important to check with the individual publication for specific length requirements (most have guidelines listed on their websites). 
Below is suggested language to include in a draft op-ed to submit to your local newspaper. The AAP strongly recommends that you add in personal stories from your own pediatric practice—it is important to make your submission unique, so the language below should be considered simply as a starting point. If you are comfortable using the message below in your op-ed, please mention your Academy title and membership affiliation in your signature.

Submitting your op-ed

The Media Outreach Center on FederalAdvocacy.aap.org allows you to search for and contact your local newspapers directly by Zip code. You can either contact the publication with the information provided, or go to the website of your local paper for specific op-ed length requirements and guidelines. 

Please note that many op-eds are considered “exclusive;” you can only submit your piece to one newspaper at a time. Should one publication decline to publish your piece, you can resubmit to another, but you should avoid sending your op-ed to several newspapers at once. Most publications will tell you within 1-2 days if they plan to publish your piece.

Please contact Devin Miller dmiller@aap.org  in the AAP Department of Federal Affairs for assistance writing and submitting your op-ed
Op-ed sample text (Feel free to add personal stories, state-specific data, and any other content)
Suggested title: Five years later: keep CHIP strong for kids  
· As we reflect on how CHIP has helped children in {insert state} over the last five since the passage of the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) Reauthorization Act, we also recognize the need to keep CHIP strong so that five years from now, all children in our state and across the country can continue to rely on the program for high-quality, affordable health care coverage. 

· {Insert the number of children in your state who are enrolled in CHIP which can be found at here} children in {insert state} rely on {insert name of your state’s CHIP program which can be found here}, {insert state}’s CHIP program to help meet their medical needs. 
· Through CHIP, children receive age-appropriate benefits, including dental coverage and access to mental health and substance abuse services, which aren’t always covered by private insurance. And since families whose children qualify for CHIP may earn too much to be eligible for Medicaid but too little to afford private coverage, this program has become a lifeline for more than 8 million children across the country.  

· {Insert anecdote about a patient from a family who relies on CHIP for health insurance or your own personal perspective about why CHIP matters for kids in your state}
· Although the Affordable Care Act ACA extended CHIP through 2019, the program is only funded through 2015. In order to keep CHIP strong for children, Congress must reauthorize the program without delay, with funding through at least 2019.
· As a pediatrician, I understand firsthand that uninsured children are three times more likely than insured children to lack access to a needed prescription medicine, five times more likely to have an unmet need for medical care and thirty percent less likely to receive medical treatment if they are injured. 
· Since CHIP was created in 1997, the number of uninsured children has been cut in half, while the number of uninsured adults rose significantly. In fact, in 2012, Medicaid and CHIP provided health insurance to more than 50% of children in the United States, making both programs combined the largest insurer of U.S. children. 
· CHIP works for kids in {insert state}, plain and simple. It is a bipartisan program with a strong track record of successes, at a time when nearly one in five children lives in poverty.  I urge Congress to once again come together to extend CHIP and invest in children’s health.  
Resources and Data to use when personalizing your op-ed:
· The AAP News February 2014 Washington Report that takes a look back at the history of CHIP and addresses the AAP’s priorities for moving forward.  
· The Academy’s policy statement on CHIP which was released online today and will be published in the March 2014 issue of Pediatrics.
· A press release that outlines the AAP’s recommendations for strengthening the CHIP program.

· The Kaiser Family Foundation website that includes state-by-state CHIP enrollment for December 2013 and total CHIP expenditures by state. 
· The InsureKidsNow.gov website with information about how families enroll in the program.  

· The Children’s Defense Fund website on how CHIP and Medicaid work together.
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