“Quick Thinks” and other Interactive Lecture Tasks you might want to use

	Activity
	Purpose/Description
	Example

	Select the best response
	Similar to the traditional multiple-choice format, students are presented with a question or a scenario and asked to consider which alternative best answers it. It is best if this extends beyond simple recall to problem solving. Controversial issues, dilemmas or deep questions requiring decision-making are best for this method. Use of an audience-response-system is a popular use of this method, though not essential.
	A patient presents with the skin lesions shown and progressive gait disturbance with foot-drop. What would be your choice of examination?

A. Spine X ray

B. Magnetic resonance imaging

C. CT scan

D. Nuclear bone scan

 

	Correct the error
	The instructor creates an intentional error based on important content discussed. Students are asked to correct that mistake. The task requires comprehension and processing of the content just heard or observed.
	A learning outcome is directly related to the method of instruction chosen for a class.

	Complete a statement
	The instructor creates a sentence stem that needs completion to reflect an accurate statement or to explain a concept. The sentence starter should require reflection that goes beyond recall to levels of application, analysis or evaluation.
	For transfer of information to occur in relation to a learning experience, it is ideal for learners to…

	Compare or contrast
	Identify two important parallel elements from a concept taught. Students are asked to focus on similarities or differences, thus they need to consider the content at a deep level. This is most effective if the instructor has not already provided a comparison.

Items being compared can be theories, methods, models, scenarios.
	Show several images by artists from different periods, but incorporating similar visual techniques. Students identify how the techniques are similar (and justify their decision). 

	Support a statement
	Produce a statement for which students must locate support from notes, readings, or generate their own reasons from experience or consideration of content presented. The statement should be justified.

Statements are: Conclusions, inferences, theories, opinions, descriptions, decisions
	Educators have long considered that learning is enhanced by student engagement in related tasks.

	Reorder the steps
	In this task, which is an excellent way to consider procedural skills teaching, the students are asked to re-order items (placed into a random order) into the correct sequence. 

The task teaches procedural skills at any level desired from basic task deconstruction to finer levels of task analysis.

Steps to be reordered can belong to a:

Procedure, Sequence, Method, Plan, Strategy, Technique
	When preparing to perform a lumbar puncture the steps are:

Open the tray 

Arrange contents in the order you will use them

Wash hands

Inform the patient of the procedure

Mark landmarks 

Position the patient

Drape the back

Clean, scrub the skin area

Put on sterile gloves

	Reach a conclusion
	The task requires that students make a logical inference about the implications of facts, concepts, or principles they just learned. A conclusion may be drawn from data, opinions, events, or solutions. The statements provided to students may result in multiple responses that can be logically derived from the content provided.

Conclusions are: probable results, probable causes, negative or positive outcomes
	In the US, nearly 12.6 million households were “food insecure” at some time during 2005. What are potential effects on the health of this population?

	Paraphrase the idea
	In this task, students rephrase an idea in their own words. When engaging in a translation process, they are checking their own understanding of what they have just heard. It is helpful to have students target the paraphrase toward a specific audience. Paraphrases can be: Definition, theory, statement, procedure, description.
	Describe “health literacy” and its effect on a population in your area of practice.

The statement should be understandable to an audience of public health workers. 

	The above have been modified from Susan Johnston EdD and Jim Cooper PhD “Quick-thinks: The Interactive Lecture”

	Think-Pair-Share
	Participants are posed a question and proceed with the following:

-Write on an index card their individual thoughts, responses to the question (1 min)

-Discuss their responses with a partner (2 min)

-Form groups of 5-10 to discuss responses and decide on those that fit best (3 min)

You will want to debrief the responses in the class with at least 3-4 representatives of teams

This exercise should always be debriefed as this is a learning experience. 


	What are possible resources to meet global health care needs in those countries in which health care workers are in short supply? 

	“35”
	This is a good exercise for a fairly large audience (you need at least 40-50 to do it and also room to move around as it is helpful to have particiants stand up and congregate)

-Pose a question that is slightly complex or controversial. Give participants about 2 minutes to formulate a response and write it on an index card.

- Exchange cards randomly 2-3 x

-Form pairs (everyone has an index card in their hand). With the partner, decide on a score for each response, totaling 7 points. Write the score on the back of each card.

-Do the exchanges 4 more times, repeating the scoring method on the back of the card.

-On the last exchange (number 5), add up the scores on the back of each card. If there were 5 exchanges, 35 would be the maximum score.

-Count down 35-34-33-32 etc until someone indicates they have a card with that score. 

-Ask that the response be read aloud

-Continue with the score announcement until you are satisfied that students have heard enough responses, usually 5.
	Why is the sudden loss of a political leader destabilizing to the economy of a country?

	Essence
	A good review activity, after a short lecture or exposition of content, 

-ask participants to form pairs or triads and write their summary of the content or concepts on an index card in 32 words or less. (about 3 minutes)

-Then ask them to summarize the concept in 16 words or less. (about 2 minutes)

-Lastly ask for the concept summarized in 4 words or less (about 1 minute)

-Ask for some of the end results to be read aloud.
	After a lecture on adult learning theory, ask participants to write their summaries of how adults learn most effectively.

	The above are modified from Sivasailam Thiagarajan “Thiagi”   Interactive Lectures, ASTD Press 2005


