
Welcome!  While you grab your food… 
 

Please point your browser to: 
PollEv.com/LanreFalusi641 

 
or 

 
Text LanreFalusi641 to 22333 



Breakfast with the 
Child Health Advocacy Institute 

 

 
Pediatric Residency Program 
August 30, 2017 



Objectives 

By the end of this session, participants will be able to: 

• Recognize how advocacy and community health 
priorities are determined at Children’s 

• Discuss community health improvement activities 
and resident involvement 

• Describe how the Child Health Advocacy Institute 
(CHAI) is integrated within Children’s and the 
community 

 



Let’s hear from you first! 
 
Your name and PL year 
Residency Program Track 
REACH project or other advocacy passion 
Career plans 



Does this sound familiar? 

• 3yo boy with a URI seen in the Emergency Department 
for the 6th time this year for a non-emergent reason 

• 12yo girl, recent immigrant from El Salvador with violent 
nightmares and signs of depression; no bilingual 
therapist in your clinic 

• A single mother answers “yes” to both food insecurity 
questions and says she and her 3 kids are staying in a 
hotel 

• An 8yo boy is admitted for an asthma exacerbation; his 
father tells you that he may have to repeat the school 
year because he was absent too many times due to 
asthma 





Good news, right?   
However… 

DC Child  
Poverty Rates 



Percentage of Children Living Below the Federal 
Poverty Level 





Children’s National CARE mission:  
 

Care   Advocacy   Research   Education 
 
 How do we accomplish this mission? 
 



Gathering and Analyzing data 
 

www.dchealthmatters.org 

http://www.dchealthmatters.org/
http://www.dchealthmatters.org/
http://www.dchealthmatters.org/


Understanding the community’s needs 



2016-2019 CHNA Top Priorities  



Partnering to create a Community Health Improvement Plan 
(CHIP) based on the needs assessment 



Addressing community needs: 
2016-2019 CHIP Priorities at CNHS 

Screening for Perinatal 
Mood and Anxiety 
Disorders Partner: Goldberg 
Center 
 
DC Mental Health Access in 
Pediatrics (DC MAP) 
Partners:  Georgetown Univ, 
DC Govt agencies 
 
Early Childhood Innovation 
Network (ECIN) 
Partners: Georgetown Univ, 
multiple community 
partners 
 
Trauma-Informed Care 
Trainings & Practice 
Partners: Goldberg Center, 
Nursing Leadership 

http://www.dcmap.org/
http://www.dcmap.org/
http://www.dcmap.org/
http://www.dcmap.org/
http://www.dcmap.org/


Addressing community needs:  
2016-2019 CHIP Priorities at CNHS 

Ward 7/8 ED Diversion 
Partners: Goldberg Center, 
ED, community alliance 
 
School health (asthma, 
absenteeism, & more) 
Multiple internal & external 
partners 
 
Immigrant health  
Partners: DC AAP, Goldberg 
Center  
 
Oral health coalition 
Multiple internal & external 
partners 



Addressing community needs: 
2016-2019 CHIP Priorities at CNHS Social Determinants of 

Health screening & 
resources 
Partners: Goldberg Center, 
Capital Area Food Bank 
 
Injury Prevention (missing 
youth, child abuse, child 
trafficking, DV, emotional 
abuse/neglect)  
Partners: Parent Navigators, 
MPD, Safe Kids DC, others 
 
My Health GPS Program  
Partners: Goldberg Center, 
Case Management 



Addressing community needs: 
2016-2019 CHIP Priorities at CNHS 

Improving Spanish-
language resources 
Partners: PR & Marketing 
and Clinical Support Services 
 
Health Fairs 
Partners: CNHS Divisions 
 
Smoking Cessation 
(New) 
 



Connecting families to the community’s assets 

Aunt Bertha / Food Bank Network  

Resource Connection Tool 

https://cafb.auntbertha.com/
https://cafb.auntbertha.com/
https://cafb.auntbertha.com/
https://cafb.auntbertha.com/
https://cafb.auntbertha.com/


Supporting CNHS community health improvement 
activities 



Defining Community Benefit 

A Community Benefit is a program or activity that 
provides treatment or promotes health as a response 
to an identified community health needs and meets 
at least one of these community benefit objectives: 

 

 - Improves access to health services 

 - Enhances public health 

 - Advances increased general knowledge 

 - Relieves or reduces the burden of government to  

    improve health 

 
Does your work count as Community Benefit? 



Educating across the continuum of learners 

• Medical Students 
– Lectures to 1st, 2nd, 3rd years; electives for 4th years 

• Residents 
– Intern Advocacy Day 
– Community Health Track CHAI rotation 
– Elective CHAI rotation 
– CHAPP pathway 
– New “TEACH” (Trainee Education in Advocacy and Community 

Health) curriculum 

• General Academic Peds fellow workshops 
• Faculty trainings in advocacy and population health 
• 1st Annual CHAI Symposium in June 2017 



CHAPP Pathway 

• Menu of activities aimed at building skill and 
understanding around public policy and advocacy 

• Individualized curriculum 

• Faculty mentorship 

• External partnerships 

• 2 levels of participation 

– Certificate  

– Certificate with honors 



CHAPP options 

• Child Health Advocacy Institute at Children’s Elective Block 
• Government Affairs Elective Block 
• Media and Public Relations Elective Block 
• Immigrant Health Elective Block 
• Environmental Health Elective Block 
• DC Chapter of the AAP Elective Block 
• Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services Elective Block 
• Health Policy Fellowship 
• Global Health Course 
• The Advanced Medical Home and Community Leadership 
• Community Building Blocks 
• Self Study Program 
• Health Advocacy or Policy REACH project 
• More to come!  

 



Sustaining programs and ideas into policy 

• Strategic meetings with decision-makers 

• Testifying – DC, MD, VA, and federal governments 

• Please reach out to CHAI medical directors (Beers, 
Dooley, Falusi) before testifying on a policy issue on 
behalf of CNHS 



COMMUNITY 
AFFAIRS 

GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS 

MUNICIPAL & 
REGIONAL AFFAIRS 

CHILD HEALTH 
DATA LAB 



Child Health Advocacy Institute: Who We Are 

• A team of pediatricians, lawyers, and 
public health and data experts 

 

• Founded over 10 years ago  

 

• The first hospital-based center in the 
country focused on developing 
outreach programs and championing 
policies that build healthier lives for 
children 

 
 

Tonya Kinlow,  
Vice President Community Engagement,  

Advocacy and Government Affairs 



Child Health Advocacy Institute: Approach 

• Community Affairs 

 

• Municipal & Regional Affairs 

 

• Child Health Data Lab 

 

• Government Affairs 
 

Dr. Danielle Dooley Desiree de la Torre 



Child Health Advocacy Institute: Approach 

• Community Affairs 

 

• Municipal & Regional Affairs 

 

• Child Health Data Lab 

 

• Government Affairs 
 

Dr. Lanre Falusi Dr. Lee Beers 



Child Health Advocacy Institute: Approach 

• Community Affairs 

 

• Municipal & Regional Affairs 

 

• Child Health Data Lab 

 

• Government Affairs 
 

Dr. Chaya Merrill 



Child Health Advocacy Institute: Approach 

• Community Affairs and  Population Health 

 

• Municipal & Regional Affairs 

 

• Child Health Data Lab 

 

• Government Affairs 
 

Carter Batey, VA 

Aisha Braveboy, DC & MD 

Bill Quirk, Federal 



CHAI Legislative Advocacy Success Stories 

Dr. Sharma realizes 
kids might have an 
allergic reaction in 
school but no life 
saving medicine is 

available in an 
emergency 

Bill Quirk in CHAI 
works with Dr. 

Sharma to prepare 
testimony for the DC 
Council to pass a law 
to have Epi-Pens in 

schools 

As a result of the 
collaboration 

between CHAI and 
the clinical team, a 

new law is passed in 
DC so kids will be 

safer in school 



 
Children’s Law Center 

report (2012) highlights 
needs and 

recommendations 
related to children’s 

MH, several of which 
note importance of MH 
integration in pediatric 

primary care.  
 

Lee Beers works to 
develop the DC 

Collaborative for Mental 
Health in Pediatric 

Primary Care, a public-
private coalition that 
works to bring a child 
mental health access 

program to the District 

DC MAP is launched in 
2015 offering free 

mental health 
consultation and care 

coordination to 
pediatric primary care 

providers 



CNHS is one of the nation’s leading 
hospitals in pediatric research 

funding; this results in increased 
need for laboratory space 

Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
closes in 2011; CHAI works with 
federal and local government to 
secure the transfer of a 13.2 acre 

research complex to CNHS 



How is CHAI helping to address these issues? 

• 3yo boy with a URI seen in the Emergency Department 
for the 6th time this year for a non-emergent reason 

• 12yo girl, recent immigrant from El Salvador with violent 
nightmares and signs of depression; no bilingual 
therapist in your clinic 

• A single mother answers “yes” to both food insecurity 
questions and says she and her 3 kids are staying in a 
hotel 

• An 8yo boy is admitted for an asthma exacerbation; his 
father tells you that he may have to repeat the school 
year because he was absent too many times due to 
asthma 



What did you learn today that you had not seen 
before? 
 
Is there anything you will do (or do differently) after 
learning more about CHAI and advocacy at CNHS? 



Summary 

• Everyone at CNHS is an advocate – across all specialties 

• Understanding your patients and community is the first 
step 

• CHAI offers opportunities for residents with any interest 
and in all tracks 

• Resources 

– www.childrensnational.org/CHAI 

– www.cafb.auntbertha.com 

– www.dchealthmatters.org 

– www.dcmap.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childrensnational.org/CHAI
http://www.cafb.auntbertha.com/
http://www.dchealthmatters.org/
http://www.dcmap.org/


Contact Us 

Tonya Kinlow 

tkinlow@childrensnational.org 

 

Desiree de la Torre 

ddelatorre@childrensnational.org 

 

Dr. Danielle Dooley 

dgdooley@childrensnational.org 

 

Dr. Lee Beers 

lbeers@childrensnational.org 

 

Dr. Lanre Falusi 

oofalusi@childrensnational.org 

 

Dr. Chaya Merrill 

cmerrill@childrensnational.org 

 

Bill Quirk 

bquirk@childrensnational.org 

 

Aisha Braveboy 

abraveboy@childrensnational.org 

 

Carter Batey 

carter.batey@childrensnational.org  

 

 

Cheers! 

mailto:tkinlow@childrensnational.org
mailto:ddelatorre@childrensnational.org
mailto:dgdooley@childrensnational.org
mailto:lbeers@childrensnational.org
mailto:oofalusi@childrensnational.org
mailto:cmerrill@childrensnational.org
mailto:bquirk@childrensnational.org
mailto:abraveboy@childrensnational.org
mailto:carter.batey@childrensnational.org

